Comment:
The key step involved the formation of spiroketal K in a one-pot multicomponent cycloisomerization between alkynes E and H in the presence of catalytic AgOTf. This is thought to proceed via formation of ortho-quinonemethide I and exocyclic enol ether J, which undergo a formal cycloaddition to give product K. Subsequent hydrogenation provided L as a mixture of only two diastereomers (2:1) in impressive yield in favor of the desired product. This allowed the rapid completion of (-)-berkelic acid in a further four steps. 
